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The way to express a historical date
or time period

The various ways to express a date was
created in many countries or regions. It is
basic knowledge for learning history to
understand some historical dates and the
way to express them. Those are as follow.
(upper table MD~®)
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the Christian Era (C.E.)

This is a date system which was created
in Europe. The year when they thought
Jesus Christ was born is the first year of a
new era. A date before Christ's birthday is
expressed as before Christ (B.C.), on the
other hand a date after Christ's birthday is
expressed as Anno Domini (A.D.).

Century

A century is a period of one hundred
years.First century is from the year 1 to
the year 100.

We can distinguish each time period by
the features of social structure. The name
of a time period indicates people's
fundamental life style or a ruling system
over a society.

We can distinguish a time period by a
political center. The name of the time
period indicates a location of a govern-
ment.

a Japanese era name (Gengoo)

From the middle of the 7th century, an era
name was used in Japan after the
Chinese model. Since the Meegji period,
each Emperor's reign has held a single
era name. It is also used as a name of a
date.




