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@®In March of 1868, the Megji government which took over
for the Edo Bakufu (shogunate) announced a new national
policy [Gokajoo-no-Goseemon (the Five-Point Imperial
Oath)]. Its contents consisted of advancing international
exchanges and modernizing Japan. This new reform is
called the Megji Ishin (Meeji Restoration).

@ Ten-noo (the Emperor) moved from Kyoto to Tokyo and
made Edo castle the Kookyo (the Imperial Palace). The
name of Edo was changed to Tokyo and it became the
capital of Japan.
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@ The government did away with Han (feudal domain) of the
Edo Period and made them Ken (prefecture) [Hai-han-chi-
ken]. The government sent governors to each prefecture
and made them rule each region instead of Daimyoo (feudal
lords). The Meegji government gave the Daimyoo who had
returned their territories to the government privileges as
Kazoku (new nobilities).

@ The government did away with the standing system of the
Edo Period and made all the nation equal except Koozoku
(imperial family) [Shimin(samurai warrior, farmer, merchant,
and craftsman) Byoodoo].
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@ The government set out to develop the economy and a
powerful military in order to build a strong country that would
not lose to Western countries [Fukoku Kyoohee].

@The government standardized a schooling system in
which all children of six years or more regardless of gender
should be educated, and let each regional government build
elementary schools in order to do so [Gakusee Happu].
However the cost of construction of schools and the tuition

fees became heavy burdens for locals, resulting in some ikki

(revolts).
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from the year 1868 to the year 1912 the period when Japan aimed

at making a modern country copying the Western countries
(1) making a country by the Meeji government
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@ The government published Choohee-ree (the Conscrip-
tion Ordinance) in order to make a modern military. Accord-
ing to the Ordinance men of twenty years of age must
receive training for three years and were conscripted as
soldiers regardless of their standings.

@ The government created a tax system in order to have
stable revenue. It determined the owners and the price of
lands all over the country and forced landowners to pay tax
of 3% of the land price in cash [Chiso Kaisee].
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@ Soon after the Meeji Ishin (Meeji Restoration) began, half
of leading persons in the government observed the Western
countries [lwakura Shisetsu-dan]. For two years they
learned the advanced culture and political system of the
West and made them a model of a nation-building.

@ The government built railways and postal system etc. in
order to develop industry. Moreover the government bought
machines from foreign countries, employed foreign
engineers and constructed national factories for the
purpose of spreading new technology.
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The Meeji Period (2)
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@ The life style of people changed mainly in the cities with
the modernization advancing. Western style culture, such
as brick buildings, European clothes, hats and meat diets
spread in Japan [Bunmee Kaika].

@ Fukuzawa Yukichi wrote a book, 'Gakumon no Susume
(the Encouragement of Learning) '. This book which
introduced the Western modern ideas, for example the
equality of human and democracy, became a bestseller.
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@The treaties which the Edo Bakufu (shogunate) made
with the Western countries at the end of the Edo Period had
disadvantages for Japan. The Meeji government made an
effort to revise these treaties, but the Western countries
rejected to do so.

@ The government made an equal treaty with Shin (Qing,

China). But Choosen (the Korean Kingdom) rejected the
diplomacy with Japan. Saigoo Takamori and ltagaki Taisuke
then suggested to force Korea to open the country with
military force [See-Kan-ron (the idea of conquering Korea)].
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from the year 1868 to the year 1912
at making a modern country copying the Western countries
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the period when Japan aimed

(2) change of people's lifestyle and the relation with foreign countries
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@Since the See-Kan-ron was not accepted, Saigoo and
others left the government. However after a few years
Japan caused an incident by sending some warships to the
coastal area of Korea without warning.Eventually Japan
imposed an unequal treaty on Korean government.

®The government made Karafuto-Chishima Kookan
Jooyaku (the Sakhalin-Kurile Islands Exchange Treaty) with
the Russian Empire and the border between both countries
was determined. Sakhalin became Russian territory and
Kurile Islands became Japanese territory.
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@ Saigoo Takamori returned his homeland Kagoshima after
leaving the Meeji government. He raised a rebellion with
Bushi (samurai warriors) who complained about the reforms
of the government, but he lost and died in battle [Seenan
Sensoo (the Southwestern Rebellion)].

@After Saigoo left the government, the modernization
policy pushed forward with Ookubo Toshimichi at its center.
But some people who had many complaints about the
governmental reforms assassinated Ookubo.
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@®ltagaki Taisuke who left the government with Saigoo
claimed it was the people's right to take part in politics and
launched the movement to create the parliament [Jiyuu-
Minken Undoo (the Freedom and People's Rights Move-
ment)]. The government cracked down on this movement,
but it spread all over Japan.

@®Because people's criticism against the government
became stronger, the government promised people that the
parliament would be called ten years later, in 1890. The
expectation of parliamentary politics became higher among
people and the political ideas of the West spread.
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@ The government decided to establish the Constitution for
preparing the opening of the parliament. With /too Hirobumi,
as a central figure, it established the Constitution using the
German constitution as a model.

@®In 1889, Dai-Nippon-Teekoku Kenpoo (the Constitution of
the Empire of Japan) was published. According to the
Constitution, Ten-noo (the Emperor) had the sovereignty to
rule the state, therefore all the power of foreign diplomacy
and command of the military etc. belonged to the Emperor.
Itoo Hirobumi became the first Soori-Daijin (prime minister).
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from the year 1868 to the year 1912 the period when Japan aimed
at making a modern country copying the Western countries
(3) making the Constitution and Diets
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@ Teekoku-Gikai (the Imperial Diets) consisted of Kizoku-in
(the House of Peers) and Shuugi-in (the Lower House). The
members of the Kizoku-in were Koozoku (imperial family),
Kazoku (new nobilities), and the chosen by the Emperor.
The members of the Shuugi-in were elected by the national
election.

@The first national election was held in 1890. The voters
were only males who payed lots of taxes, so only 1% of the
population. Women didn't have a right to vote.
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@ The conflict between Japan and Shin(Qing, China) over
Choosen (Korea) developed at the end of the 19th century.
When farmer's riot occurred in Korea, the Korean govern-
ment asked Qing to send its reinforcement. In opposition of
Qing military, Japan also sent its military. When the both
militaries came into collision inside Korea, Nisshin Sensoo
(the Sino- Japanese War) began in 1894.

@®Japan beat the larger country of Qing, so the whole world
was surprised. The reason of Japanese win was due to the
modernization of its military.
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The Meegji Period (4)
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@In the year after the war, delegates from both countries
talked each other and made peace agreement
[Shimonoseki Jooyaku (the Shimonoseki Peace Treaty)].
Japan gained a large amount of compensation (same
amount as the budget for three years), Taiwan and the
Ryootoo (Liaodong) Peninsula.

@But the Russian Empire feared Japan’s growing power
and (in cooperation with France and Germany) asked Japan
to return the Liaodong Peninsula. Japan feared the Russian
power and returned the peninsula to Qing.
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@When Western countries observed the result of the Sino-
Japanese War, they realized the decline of Qing. They
divided and ruled the territory of China and deprived it of its
railways and mines. The Chinese people suffered from
poverty and discrimination from the Western people.

@®Because Russia extended its power from the northeast
part of China to the Korean Peninsula, the conflict between
Japan and Russia escalated. In 1904, Nichiro Sensoo (the
Russo-Japanese War) began.
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from the year 1868 to the year 1912 the period when Japan aimed
at making a modern country copying the Western countries
(4) the Sino-Japanese War and the Russo-Japanese War
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@ The war was victorious for Japan, but many person were
killed in battle. People also suffered from a great war
expenditure. Russian people who suffered from the war
raised a revolution.

@®Because both countries couldn't continue the war, they
made Pootsumasu Jooyaku (the Treaty of Portsmouth) and
restored friendly relations. Russia handed over the right of
railways in Manshuu (Manchuria) and the southern half of
Karafuto (Sakhalin) to Japan. Russia also admitted that
Japan extended its power to the Korean Peninsula.
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®In 1905, Japan made Kankoku (Choosen, Korea) a
protected state. Japan set a governmental office called
Tookan-fu (the Residency General), and [too Hirobumi
became the first head. Japan robbed Korea of diplomatic
power and broke up its military and police.

@ Korean people raised a strong resistance against Japan.

A young Korean man (An Jung-geun) assassinated /foo
Hirobumi in 1909.
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®In 1910, Japan founded Choosen-sootoku-fu (the
Government General of Korea) in Seoul and made Korea
complete colony [Kankoku Heegoo (the annexation of
Korea)]. Japan forced Korean people to use Japanese-style
names and trained them to become Japanese by using
Japanese language in schools.

@ Because Japan robbed many Korean'’s of their lands, a lot
of Korean people moved to Japan or China. Korean inhabit-
ants in Japan suffered from severe discrimination.



ICoLARAZS

bt LABIBx5 Ik

¢ EPI ENGEN El(*ﬁk—%@%: i L 72 £ b‘(:&ﬂ‘l%’i’%

BwILALASD

[ TUEITeR i DY hG

mhE ITiEA [ESL ITIEALA FASA

2RI AL A L. %< DHAAD L
SELELE,

O<59&b\9

HHITIHEAL MKBHWIAES

@l i AT E D 191 1 I ROE L

HhTL

tymmﬂqimmaabﬁiémibtﬁfmﬁk

FAEA  DALENESES
AT TN T AN /ﬁ\bli%ﬂ?ﬁ‘%ﬁﬁ&bi L7z,

®In China, a movement which tried to destroy the Shin
(Qing) dynasty and establish a modern country began to
rise after Nisshin Sensoo (the Sino-Japanese War). Son
Bun (Sun Wen), the leader of this movement, some times
took refuge in Japan, and many Japanese supported Sun
Wen.

@ The revolutionary movement spread all over China and
Qing was destroyed in 1911. In the next year, the Republic
of China was established [Shin-gai Kakumee (the Republi-
can Revolution in China)]. Sun Wen became a temporary
President and began parliamentary politics.
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from the year 1868 to the year 1912 the period when Japan aimed
at making a modern country copying the Western countries
(5) Japanese invasion to Asian countries
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@®En See Gai (Yuan Shikai ) became the President of the
Republic of China as a successor of Sun Wen. But Yuan
Shikai ignored the parliament and imposed the dictatorship.
So the democratic country which was the ideal of Sun Wen
was not continued.

@ After making Pootsumasu Jooyaku (the Treaty of Ports-
mouth), Japan made a railway company in Manshuu
(Manchuria). Japan dug for coal and ironstone and built an
iron mill there. Japan also developed construction of cities
along the new railway route.
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